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M.V. Shishkin
Theoretical Foundations of Economic Science: the Past, the Present and the Future

The article deals with the problems of developing of scientific principles of economic theory.
These modifications are connected with the transformations of object of research, social-culture
tendencies, main trends of science, development of ideological position of scientists. Main phases
of economic development are outlined.

G.V. Borisov, D.V. Melnik
Positive and Normative Approaches in Economics

The article deals with the problem of demarcation of positive and normative approaches in
modern Economics. The authors analyze the process of evolution of methodological approaches
to this problem, specifically in works of J.N. Keynes, L. Walras, L. Robbins, M. Friedman. The
dependence of this demarcation on different definitions of the subject-matter of Economics is
considered. The authors analyze also philosophical groundings of the problem and the
development of attitude to the role of value judgments in Positivism, Neo-Positivism, Post-
Positivism.

A.V. Kanayev
Historical and Logical Approaches to the Theory of Credit: the Basic Category Formulation

The article is devoted to the methodology of the contemporary theory of credit. The key
moment of this issue is formulation of the basic theoretical model of credit and its corresponding
category. Author has employed a combination of historical and logical approaches to this process.
As aresult, the model and category of credit (intertemporal) exchange in both barter and trade
forms have been presented. This model could be used as a theoretical basis for categorical
synthesis in the framework of the theory of credit.

LV. Grigorieva
Economics and Psychology: Problem of Scientific Convergence

This article is devoted to the phenomenon of convergence of social sciences, in particular,
Economics and Psychology. The result of convergence process was appearance of such new
discipline among social sciences as Economic Psychology. The author analyses the problems
connected with the methodology aspect of convergence of Economics and Psychology and
contemporary trends of Economic Psychology development.

G.G. Bogomazov
On Philosophical and Methodological Groundings of Studies in Economic History

The article deals with the problems of development of Philosophy of History as
a methodological basis for historical studies in general and studies in Economic History in

184



particular. The article describes a wide range of approaches to History as a science, and
corresponding definitions of its aims, tasks and scope of objectivity. In dealing with this subject,
the author uses the ideas of prominent philosophers and historians. This analysis allows to make
some suggestions for research activities in the fields of Economic History and History of
Economic Thought.

A.V. Vorontsovsky
Historical Aspects of Modeling Economic Growth

The article is devoted to the analysis of history of the theory of modeling economic growth,
since 30s years of the last century till the present. The basic stages of economic growth models
improvement are considered, and the influence of economic conditions on their target setting
and development is determined. Specific features of the experimental analysis of economic growth
on the base of the convergence theory are shown; specificity of application of the co-integration
method for comparison of economic growth in different countries and regions is distinguished.

K.P. Paschenko, A.H. Rumyantseva
Forming of Russian Trade Unions at the First Third of XX* Century:
Features and Results

The article analyses political history and economic background of trade union movement in
Russia from the very beginning of its establishment up to the period of New Economic Policy
(1905-1921). Revealed in the article circumstances of origin of the Soviet trade unions explain
their minor importance nowadays.

Yu.V. Bazulin
The Origin of Money in the Process of Sociogenesis

The article deals with the problems of sociogenesis and the creation of money. The author
contends that existing theory of money is incapable of accounting for some theoretical matters
and real facts. For the reason that money is a dual phenomenon — social and economic — it is
proposed to investigate the origin of money on the base of priority of social relations. In the
work, the essence of social relations is discovered and the process of creation of money is retraced.
The money is considered as symbols imposed by the higher stratum of the society.

L.P. Boiko, V.K. Losina
Effect of the property rights concentration level on the type of mesoeconomy

The paper demonstrates that the high level of the property rights concentration in the
economy leads to emerging of the mesoeconomy of oligarchy type, which is characterized by
domination of conglomerate mesoeconomic structures. The low level of property rights
concentration leads to the mesoeconomy with domination of integrated companies. The
nowadays Russia has got an oligarchic mesoeconomy, highly unstable and low efficient.

B.T. Morgoev
Structural Irregularity of Russian Economic Space: the Problem of its Parameterization

Modern regional policy supposes irregular development and prosperity of economic subjects
and is directed to achievement of social efficiency of market mechanism. The concept of regional
economic development of Russia supposes realization of this idea. Under fast development of
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resources concentrating regions and peripheries being behind, we have got a growth of centre-
peripheral differences.

L.V. Popova
China’s WTO Accession: Negotiation Process and Impact on the Economy

The paper investigates a Chinese experience of WTO accession, uncovers the complexity of
GATT/WTO negotiation process affected by both an intertwining of the political and economic
factors, and reorganization of GATT into the WTO. The author identifies the country’s negotiation
positions, strategies and outcomes. During the four years since China has become a member of the
WTO, it substantially liberalized its markets for foreign investments, and implemented the bulk
ofits WTO commitments that were phased in over a five-year period. As there is a growing presence
of foreign businesses in China, several challenges to China’s economy have already surfaced. Not
all of China’s WTO commitments have been implemented according to the schedule.

N.L. Druzhinin
Institutional Impact on the Corporate Governance (in Japan)

The article is devoted to the analysis of role of the institutional factors in the process of
the corporate governance. In the focus of the research are theoretical postulates of the new
institutional economic theory in the field of corporate governance and practical results of using
this theory toward Japanese model of management. The author analyzes the causes and conditions
that made traditional Japanese methods of corporate governance so effective. The paper describes
relation between the success of installing these models in the postwar Japanese economy and very
specific Japanese institutional conditions. The article emphasizes, that the copying such experience
in other countries is not prospective without taking into account all respective institutional factors.

A.N. Veligorski
Transformation of Trade Policies in the Countries of Central and Eastern Europe:
Some Trends and Results

The article studies the contents and the basic directions of transformation of the trade policy
in the region. Within the framework of two basic economic models of transition to market
economy features, stages, and also positive and negative results of the foreign trade liberalization
are considered.

Blagih LA.
Scientific Approach to Development of Theory and Methodology of the Course
«Economic History of Russia»

The article is devoted to some theoretical and methodological foundations of Economic
History of Russia. The authors proves that scientific construction of the course is not finished
yet. The author proposes some measures to concentrate scientific and financial resources in
order to create a base textbook of the academic level.

E.B. Soshneva
The History of National Economy of the Soviet Period: Problems of Teaching

The Soviet period comprises an essential, immanent stage of the history of Russian economy.
This dictates the need for unbiased scientific analysis of the facts, events and their consequences
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in teaching the economic history of Russia. The history of economy aims to reveal the objective
laws of economic relationships, evolving in certain historical context. The article suggests the
periodization of the socialist economy stages. The most significant problems of each of these
stages requiring serious attention in teaching course of the history of economy are highlighted.

M.A. Zurabian
The Models of Human Behavior in the Neoclassical and Neo-institutional Theories:
Comparative Characteristics

The article shows the historical evolution of investigation of the human behavior in the
economic field. Special attention is given to the neoclassical, institutional and neo-institutional
approaches. The neo-Austrian approach is considered as advanced neoclassical model. In
addition, some aspects of methodological individualism concept and its modern interpretation
are investigated and analyzed. The author surveys such important problems as human behavior
rationality, the problem of opportunism and social influence on the personality.

A.G. Mikhaylov
On the Methodological Heritage of N.D. Kondratiev

This article is devoted to the study of the methodological aspects of scientific work of the
great Russian economist N.D. Kondratiev. The paper reveals main methodological techniques,
used by the scientist both in his practical work in the Market Research Institute of the People’s
Commissariat of Finance and in the theoretical studies in the area of cycle theory and the
economics of agricultural sector.
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